A Maundy Thursday Worship Experience
Enter Into the Story
In experiencing Passover together, we all get to enter into God’s redemptive plan, encountering Christ, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world. You’re invited to participate in the meal, the foot washing, or whichever components you
wish; Scripture readings and questions for consideration are on the right. Read on for key details and simple preparations to
make this experience come alive—in your homes, on your screens, in your hearts.

Making Preparations
For your family or small group to participate in the following Passover supper, assemble the following items.
 Leavened bread
 Candle and match/lighter
 Juice/Wine
 Cups
 Horseradish
 Matzos
 Parsley
 Salt water
 Charset (recipe: https://divascancook.com/passover-charoset-recipe-make/)
 Lamb bone (or prepared lamb—recipes:
https://www.thespruceeats.com/our-top-lamb-recipes-for-passover-4158761 or https://
www.skinnytaste.com/roasted-boneless-leg-of-lamb/)
 Napkin
 Tub of water
 Towels

The Evening at a Glance
(Hide the bread ahead of time and have your Bible open)
 Lighting the Candle
 Taking Cup #1 (Sanctification)
 Washing Feet
 Passing the Story (The Four Questions)
 Breaking matzo
 Tasting horseradish
 Dipping parsley in salt water and eating charoset
 Reclining
 Taking Cup #2 (Judgment)
 Dipping fingers
 Eating the Meal (The Lamb and the Unleavened Bread)
 Taking Cup #3 (Redemption)
 Singing a Hymn
 Taking Cup #4 (Praise)
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Aligning Our Senses to God’s Story
Before the Passover, no home was to have any leaven. Today, we think back and remember how quickly people had
to move when leaving Egypt. If you have little ones who are participating in the Passover dinner, have them search
for the hidden bread. Then, read together:
“Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread. On the first day you shall remove leaven out of your houses, for
if anyone eats what is leavened, from the first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut off from
Israel.” Ex. 12:15
Additionally, yeast signifies the need to examine and remove sin in our lives, as the Apostle Paul teaches leaven or
yeast is symbolic for sin. As Christ-followers, we need to search our hearts regularly to both repent of the sin in our
lives and receive his sacrificial forgiveness. Read together:
“Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a
new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.” 1 Cor. 5:6-7

Lighting the Candle
Throughout Scripture, light is a symbol of God’s presence. The Lord led his people out of Egypt with a pillar of fire to
provide them light through the darkness. Then, in John 8:12, Jesus says, “I am the Light of the World.”
Join together to light the candle, which represents God’s presence with us.

Understanding the Cups
Wine—symbolic of joy—appears throughout the Passover meal in
four cups: The Cup of Sanctification, the Cup of Judgment, The Cup of
Redemption, and the Cup of Praise. Each of the four cups represents
one of the four promises God specifically made with His people: for
His calling (being set apart for Him), His proper judgment of sin, His
promise to redeem us, and His promise for His people in the future.

Taking Cup #1: Sanctification
God calls us to be set apart for Him; Jesus calls us to Himself. Read
together:
Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out
from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery
to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.’ Ex. 6:6
Then, pour the wine or juice into your first cup. Read together:
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 1 Pet. 2:9
Then, sip from the cup and rejoice that God has called us with a special purpose.

Washing Feet
Before the meal, it was customary to wash one’s hands; this also was part of the purification ritual at the temple. And
while guests might wash their own hands, it was customary for the servants in ancient Israel to wash the guests’ feet,
which were often dirty due to the dusty roads. At their Passover meal, Jesus stunned His disciples by taking on the
role of a servant. Read together:
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this world to the
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when the devil had
already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from supper. He laid aside his
outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash
the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. John 13:1-5
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Take a few moments to wash each other’s feet using the tub, water, and
towels. Offer a blessing afterwards (“May you always know you are Christ’s
beloved”), and discuss the following: After Jesus washed the disciples’ feet,
He said we should also wash one another’s feet. What are some ways you can
serve one another in your families/small groups? In what creative ways can
you serve others who are in need during the pandemic?

Passing the Story (The Four Questions)
A significant function of the Passover meal was to pass the story of God’s
faithfulness to future generations. The Lord commanded adults to honor children and preserve the knowledge of God
by teaching them. Read together:
“And when your children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ you shall say, ‘It is the sacrifice of the Lord's
Passover, for he passed over the houses of the people of Israel in Egypt, when he struck the Egyptians but spared our
houses.” Ex. 12:26-27
Now, select a child (or children, or group member) to ask the questions below, and have a designated adult read the
answers while all participate in the activity described.
Q1/Child: Why is this night different from all other nights?
Why on this night do we only eat unleavened bread?
A1/Adult: On this night we only eat unleavened bread to remind us of the swiftness of God’s salvation, which came so quickly
there was no time for dough to rise. Similarly, we eagerly await Jesus’ swift return when our salvation will be made complete.
Have each person break a piece of matzo bread and eat it.
Q2/Child: On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables; why on this night do we only eat bitter herbs?
A2/Adult: On this night we only eat bitter herbs to remember the bitterness of slavery in Egypt. In the same way, as
followers of Jesus, we remember the bitterness of being slaves to sin and death. By remembering how terrible our
bondage was, we can be more thankful for our salvation.
Have each person taste the horseradish…enough to cause his or her eyes to water.
Q3/Child: On all other nights we do not dip our vegetables; on this night why do we dip them twice?
A3/Adult: On this night we dip the parsley into salt water to remind us of the tears God’s people shed in bondage. And we dip
our bread into the charoset to remind us of the sweetness of freedom. Similarly, as followers of Jesus we remember how He
turned our tears of sadness into joy. We praise Him for taking us from darkness and death into His kingdom of light and life.
Have each person take some parsley and dip it into the salt water and eat. Have each person spread some
charoset on some matzo and eat.
Q4/Child: On all other nights we eat either upright or reclining; why on
this night do we all recline?
A4/Adult: On this night we recline because long ago people who were
free relaxed by reclining when they ate. Being freed from slavery, God’s
people reclined at the table. Similarly, as believers in Christ, we know
that we have been made into new creations. We are freed from our
past sin and pain. Freed by Jesus, we are free indeed.
Recline, to depict our freedom in Christ.
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Taking Cup #2: Judgment
Because the Egyptians did not let His people go, the Lord brought ten terrible plagues upon them. This cup
remembers God’s right judgment upon sin. As you read each plague, dip your finger into your cup, removing one
drop for each and blotting your finger onto your napkin. Since a full cup symbolizes joy, one being emptied depicts a
lessening of joy as we recall these plagues and their destruction.
Speak the ten plagues aloud, taking a drop out with each one: Blood, Frogs, Lice, Flies, Pestilence, Boils, Hail, Locusts,
Darkness, Slaying of the Firstborn. Then, take the cup and drink as worship to our righteous God who judges sin.

Eating the Meal (The Lamb and the Unleavened Bread)
The Passover meal always included lamb. (Feel free to use a lamb bone as a symbol if you choose not to serve it.) As
to why the lamb was so important, read the following together:
“Tell all the congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according
to their fathers' houses, a lamb for a household. And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his
nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat you shall
make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. You may take it from
the sheep or from the goats, and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, when the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. Then they shall take some of the blood
and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it …In this manner you shall eat
it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you shall eat it in haste.
It is the Lord's Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the Lord.
The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you,
and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt.” Ex. 12:3-13
Jesus is the perfect Passover Lamb who, by His blood,
saved us from death and judgment and rescued us from
slavery to evil and sin. Read together:
“The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world!” John 1:29
“…knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways
inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things
such as silver or gold, but with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”
1 Pet. 1:18-19

The Unleavened Bread
The bread was part of the meal, yet given new meaning during Jesus’ Passover with his disciples. In remembrance,
note the new significance given for Jesus’ followers: Read together:
And He took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body,
which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” Luke 22:19
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Taking Cup #3: Redemption
This cup, taken after the meal, symbolizes God’s promise to “buy back” or rescue us as mentioned in Ex. 6:6: “… and I
will redeem you with an outstretched arm …” Similarly, it represents Jesus’ redeeming sacrifice on the Cross. Read
together, and discuss this question:
And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in
my blood.” Luke 22:20
-The Israelites had to pack to leave Egypt at a moment’s notice without time to bake bread and let it rise.
What would you take with you if you had to leave your home very quickly?
-Each year at the Passover, the Israelites remember how God redeemed them from slavery in Egypt. What
are some ways you’ve seen God’s hand in your life—either rescuing you from harm or providing good things
for you?
-The Passover plate contrasted bitter herbs with sweet charoset: What’s happened in your life that initially
seemed bitter but later turned sweet?

Singing a Hymn
After the meal but before they left the upper room, the disciples sang hymns as noted in Matt. 26:30: And when they
had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Sing “Holy Holy Holy” together, and remember God’s faithfulness with your voices.
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty
Early in the morning, our song shall rise to Thee
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity

Taking Cup #4: Praise
This final cup recalls God’s promise for his people now, echoing the words from Ex. 6:7: “I will take you to be my
people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord your God…” This cup also points us toward the
final age when all God’s people shall be gathered for a great feast in His kingdom. Read together:
Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar of many
waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord
our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the
marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her
to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”-- for the fine linen is the righteous deeds
of the saints. And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to
the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.”
Rev 19:6-9
“And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God
is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself
will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes,
and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.” Rev 21:3-4
As this worship experience comes to its conclusion, we trust God has received it well and that your souls have been
nurtured. Our freedom to worship—one of the greatest overarching gifts—isn’t something we should take for
granted. In our minds, the days following Maundy Thursday can seem beyond comprehension, just as it was for Jesus’
followers back in the day. And yet, the evening itself was, first and foremost, a celebration of all God had done. We
pray you, your families, your friends, and your small groups have enjoyed this Passover together in what is surely one
of the stranger times in recent history. But what a blessing to know our God spans any distance, any virus, any need,
to reach us right where we’re at. As in the Psalms, we wish you Selah—to pause in His presence, and remember.
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